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U OF ILLINOIS PROFESSOR
TO DISCUSS FAULT SYSTEM
ALTERNATIVE IN UM PROGRAM

MISSOULA-A University of Illinois law professor who has been critical of the insurance industry's
present automobile accident fault

system will discuss a proposed

alternative to that

system at the University of Montana Friday (April 17) during the Spring Conference on
Automobile Accident Reparations.
The two-day conference Friday and Saturday is under the direction of Robert E.
Sullivan, dean of the UM School of Law, and is sponsored by the State Bar Association and
the UM law school under the University's Continuing Legal Education--Montana (CLEM) program.
The speaker from Illinois will be Jeffrey O'Connell, who has written and lectured
extensively on the subject of auto accident reparations.

He is co-author of "Basic

Protection Plan" and "Car Insurance and Consumer Desires."
O'Connell will address lawyers, insurance company personnel and others attending the
conference at 9 a.m. Friday.

All conference sessions are scheduled for the Five Valleys

Room of the University Center (UC) on the Missoula campus.
Sullivan said the conference probably will be of interest to members of the auto
insurance industry as well as to attorneys because of the widespread legal aspects of
automobile accident injuries.
"The main objective of the CLEM conference will te to discuss auto accident reparations
as they pertain to Montana,"

said Sullivan.

* Sullivan said efforts are being made on a national level to adopt an auto insurance
program which would provide injury and damage compensation without the need of fixing
the blame *in many auto mishap cases.
Late registration for the conference will be at 8:15 a.m. Friday at the UC.
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Other main speakers during the conference will include Arthur C. Mertz, Chicago,
a .lissoula native and UM alumnus who is vice-president and general counsel of the
National Association of Independent Insurers, 10 a.m,, Friday.
Also, Leon L. Nolfstone, Seattle, Wash., president of the American Trial Lawyers
Association, 1:30p.m. Friday; E. D. Bronson, Jr., San Francisco, Calif., regional
vice-president of the Defense Research Institute, 2:30 p.m. Friday, and Nelson C. Barry,
San Francisco, a member of the Special Committee on Automobile Accident Reparations of
the American Bar Association, 9 a.m. Saturday.
Scheduled in conjunction with the conference is the University of Montana's Annual
Law Weekend.
The Student Bar Association (SBA) Smoker is scheduled for 9 p.m. Friday at The
Mansion, Farviews, Missoula.
The SBA luncheon honoring the Montana judiciary is set for 12:30 p.m. and the
Barristers Awards Banquet for 6:30 p.m. Saturday in the UC Five Valleys Room.

The

Barristers Ball begins at 9 p.m. Saturday in the Bitterroot Room at the Florence Motor

Inn.
During the weekend a number of five-year class reunions will be held.

The reunions

for UM law alumni will commemorate the 5th through 35th year of graduation from the UM
School of Law.

